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BUILDING DESCRIPTION

1999

2006

• beginning of the use

• building enlargement and modernisation

48 000 m2 • the total building area

Building structure:

• reinforced concrete columns

• steel beams, and purlins

• layered walls - two layers of sheet steel, internally insulated with mineral 
wool

• interior walls - brick or plaster – cardboard

• roof - profiled steel sheeting

EXISTING FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM

• sprinklers

• alarm - signalling installation connected to the city fire       
department 
• smoke extraction system

• battery powered emergency lighting central

since 1999

Complemented and modernized after 2006

consistent with legal requirements but nonuniform fire protection

Faulty operation of the building

numerous marketing campaigns carried 
out by the shop and intensified in the 
pre-holiday periods

improper height 
of storage

use of full shelves containing parts 
made of combustible materials

storage of cables and electrical wires without 
sprinkler protection, multilevel shelving,too small distance 

between the shelves

incomplete design documentation

missing operating manuals
and/or maintenance reports

Lack of professionalism of technical staff

no rescue action in the 
early stages of the fire

turning off several times the alarming 
devices activated at the appearance of fire

illusory belief in the wrong message 
coming from the warning system

specialized safety training was carried 
out very rarely and was not effective

THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE



change of investment 
strategy and practice

a credible risk 
assessment

monitor all kinds of 
marketing campaigns

a reference list of designed 
and built objects

a reasonable assessment of the protection system 
designed by independent auditors specialized in the 
provision of such services

the need for periodic training, both in theory 
and in the form of practical exercises,

Suggestions to improve the fire safety in 
large-area shoping centers


